
 

Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians, 
 

Given the winter weather it is hard to believe that we are halfway through March 
and the 3rd quarter of our school year.  Progress report scores have been entered 
and I encourage you to review the information together.  If you have questions or 
concerns about academic or work habit scores, please contact teachers to seek 
clarification. 
 

The past month has been challenging as possible safety issues have been investi-
gated and addressed.  During this time of unrest, many have sent notes of support 
which have been greatly appreciated. Many of you have also shared questions, 
concerns, and ideas as you have reflected on safety and security.  I want to assure 
you that we hear and use your feedback to reflect on practice. On Monday, March 
19th at 6:00pm, there will be an MTA Community Debrief on Safety and Security 
for parents and guardians.  The debrief will be organized to address questions 
and concerns parents and guardians have raised in the wake of a series of events. 
Some information about our practices associated with safety and security will al-
so be shared.  Though there are some limitations on what can be shared due to 
security and privacy measures, my hope that this opportunity will offer the 
chance for all of us to work together with the common goal of keeping our chil-
dren safe. 
 

Many emails have been sent out recently and some parents or guardians have ex-
pressed concerns that they did not receive them.  As I have looked into this, there 
appear to be two potential issues impacting people: 1) email addresses have 
changed or 2) parent settings for phone and email notifications are limiting com-
munication.  Please review your contact information and notification settings in 
Infinite Campus and, if information needs to be updated, please send an email to 
registrations@link75.org regarding changes.  Our district technology staff is 
working on improvements to the school messenger system so if you believe your 
information is up to date but  you did not receive communications as expected, 
please let me know so your specific situation can be reviewed. 
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Capstone Day - A Celebration of our Seniors as Learners  
On Friday, April 6th, Mt. Ararat High School will host our 7th annual Capstone 
Day, a celebration of our seniors as learners. The Capstone project is a gradua-
tion requirement, a culminating experience for our seniors linked directly to 
our mission statement.  Our advisory curriculum is designed to engage our 
seniors in an in-depth study focused on a topic of personal interest. As part of 
the project students are required to connect with a community mentor as they 
engage in research and design a field experience that immerses the student in 
an authentic learning experience.  At this time, all seniors should be finalizing 
projects and preparing for their presentations. 
 
On Capstone Day, all our seniors present personally designed projects to an 
audience and a panel of judges with the goal of demonstrating achievement of 
our mission which includes the following tenets: clear and effective communi-
cator; self-directed, lifelong learner; creative and practical problem solver; 
and responsible and involved citizen. Members of the greater Mt. Ararat High 
School community join us for this special event to witness our students as 
they showcase talents, passions, and learning skills.  The projects vary greatly 
since they are based on student interests. 
 
Family members are encouraged and welcome to attend the presentations. 
Capstone Day will mark the end of an extensive self-designed inquiry process 
and we hope you can join us for this celebration of learning.  Each year we also 
invite community members in to watch presentations and participate as judg-
es for this event. If you or someone you know would be interested in serving 
as an adjudicator, please email Evelyn Barbour at barboure@link75.org. 

Empower Reports for 9th Grade Students & Parents 
The first round of Empower reports will be coming home next week.  I have 
scheduled meetings with 9th grade students during Advisory time to review in-
formation provided on the reports and discuss how they can use this infor-
mation to track their progress on learning goals associated with the graduation 
standards.  I am planning meetings for 9th grade parents on March 29th at 3:00 
p.m. and April 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the Commons at MTA to share and discuss 
plans for tracking levels of proficiency as students engage in coursework that 
supports meeting the requirements for graduation.  Please mark your calen-
dars for either date and plan to attend. 
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The SAT & MEA (Science) - 3rd Year Students & Maine Educational Assessments  

All students in their third year of high school will be scheduled to participate in two assessments as part 
of the Maine Educational Assessment (MEA) program.  The first test administered will be the School Day 
SAT on Tuesday, April 10th.  The School Day SAT is an opportunity for your child to take this college 
placement test for free and at the same time provide our school district with valuable information about 
student learning that support curriculum review.  Meetings will be held with third year students during 
Advisory outlining details about the SAT administration. Information will also be sent home to parents 
prior to the administration of the assessment to promote taking full advantage of this opportuni-
ty.  Meanwhile, students can begin preparing for the test by using the Free SAT prep available through 
College Board that offers the opportunity for students to take practice tests. Students who spend time 
becoming familiar with the test format and the content assessed generally score well. There is a makeup 
date for students who are absent on April 10th.  The makeup test date is April 24th. 
 

The MEA Science test will be administered on April 11th.  The MEA Science test has been administered 
annually for many years and is required by Maine law for all public schools.  Results of this assessment 
are used to reflect on our science programs and student learning. 
 

It is critically important for our third year students to participate in both of the tests (the SAT and the 
MEA Science test), so please mark April 10th and April 11th on your calendar. Please contact me if you 
have any questions. 
 
Respectfully,  
Donna F. Brunette 
Principal 

N.E.A.S.C. 
 

Mt. Ararat High School is currently undergoing an evaluation for reaccreditation from the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges. A visiting team of 16 educators from around the state were with us 
from Sunday, March 4 through Wednesday, March 7. The team met with students, teachers, staff, par-
ents and school board members to assess how Mt. Ararat measures up to regional standards for curric-
ulum, instruction, assessment, culture and leadership, and school and community resources. Last year 
the staff undertook an exhaustive self study and has formulated both a two year plan and a five year 
plan for improvement based on the results of the self study. In a few months we will receive a formal 
report from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges outlining its findings and recommen-
dations.   
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This year, we have had the pleasure and privilege at MTA to host six foreign 
exchange students, including three students coming from Moldova (Dana 
Coliban), from Lebanon (Amr Aboulhosn) and from Tajikistan (Marhibo 
Uzoqova). These students are grant recipients from the Department of State 
and come from over 60 countries around the world. These grants were set up 
by the government to bring students from the former Soviet Union to study in 
America, like Dana and Marhibo did. It started after the Cold War and the 
sending organization is called FLEX (Future Leader Exchange).  Many of the 
students are also from predominantly Muslim countries: this program was 
started after 9/11 in order to help educate our students about Islam. It is 
called YES which stands for Youth Exchange Students. Amr came with that 
program.  This year, 168,000 students applied for these 2 grant programs and 
only 2000 were selected. 
 
Greenheart Exchange students positively contribute to the entire student 
body by bringing a new culture and broadening the perspectives of American 
students. The local Greenheart program works with the US state department 
to place these foreign students in our schools, and to find local host homes for 
them to live in. I had the pleasure of attending the annual Greenheart Interna-
tional Evening where these three students presented and performed in front 
of their host families and guests (see photos). Dana, Amr and Marhibo have 
been wonderful ambassadors of their respective countries: they have shared 
their unique cultures with their new friends here at MTA and made presenta-
tions in the classroom by bringing in music, food and culture from their lands. 
They are taking a full schedule of challenging classes and are required to com-
plete 40 hours of community service! Their English skills have greatly im-
proved since they have been here! During their stay, they live with a local 
family and sometimes travel with them to other states. In April they will visit 
our nation’s capital for 3 days. 

Not only are they here to represent their cultures but also to learn about 
America and to take it back to their countries. Their mission is “to build bridg-
es for the future.” 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Marhibo Uzoqova 

Dana Coliban 

Alisha Braley & Amr Aboulhosn 



 3/19……………………………………………………………………………………………………..Parent Safety Debriefing 

 3/29……………………………………………………..………………………………………...9th Grade Empower Meeting 

 3/31……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………Cram the Van 

 3/31…………………………………………………………………………………………….…...Class of 2021 LIVE Auction 

 4/5………………………………………………………………………………………………..9th Grade Empower Meeting 

 4/6………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..Capstone Day 

 4/10……………………………………………………….……………………………………...…………...SAT / MEA Testing 

 5/7-5/18……………………………………………………………………………………….………………...…………AP Exams 

Dates To Remember 

Creative Writing welcomed a 

special guest this month, Mrs. 

Margaret Muir from Merrymeet-

ing Arts Center in Bowdoinham. 

MTA creative writers worked 

with Mrs. Muir for a two-day 

literary art workshop on the 

theme of Snakes. Some of the 

student work will be included in 

the community art gallery 

presentation in April in 

Bowdoinham.   

On Saturday, March 3rd, Mt. Ararat Science Club participated in the 
Maine State Science Bowl held at the University of Southern Maine's 
Gorham campus.  Mt. Ararat entered two teams that answered questions 
and solved problems from the Earth/Space Sciences, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Energy, and Math in a quiz show format.  On those teams were 
Mae Flibotte (Sr.), Peter Mao (Sr.), Abigail Nordwall (Sr.), Peter Neufeld 
(Sr.), Katie Trebilcock (Sr.), Alex Humphrey (Jr.), and Emma Pottle (Jr.), 
Jack Mathieu (Jr.), and Riley Lapointe (So.).  Both teams were spirited 
competitors, together winning five matches, tying one, and coming close 
to winning several other matches.  Overall the teams finished 9th and 
16th out of the 20 competing teams.  Most importantly, the students had 
fun preparing for and participating in the competition. Returning stu-
dents look forward to next year. 

The Seaperch Aquatic Robotics portion of Mt. Ararat Science Club con-
tinue to prepare for the Maine Seaperch competition on Saturday, April 
7th. 

SCIENCE CLUB  

Congratulations to freshman Luke Curnin on his outstanding performance at the Poetry Out 
Loud Southern Maine Regional Finals on Wednesday, February 28th, at Westbrook Middle School! 
Luke was one of only three freshmen in an impressive lineup of twenty contestants from across 
Southern Maine, and he was fully equal to the high level of competition. 



 

During the month of March, the Visual Art Department celebrates Youth Art Month with 

three art shows. Youth Art Month is an annual celebration that emphasizes the value of art 

education for all children and encourages support for quality art programs in Maine 

Schools. Mt. Ararat High School was represented at the Portland Museum of Art with art-

work by Senior, Shannon Harty. This exhibit is sponsored by the Maine Art Education As-

sociation and the YAM show at the Portland Museum of Art is on display on the lower floor. 

This is the 24th year of this show. Senior, Carly Cornish represents Mt. Ararat High School 

at the Maine Education Association headquarters in Augusta. Her artwork will be on dis-

play for the year. The MEA has the work professionally matted and framed for the student 

to keep. Several students will also take part in a district-wide art show at the Orion Per-

forming Arts Center at the end of March. Congratulations to all the artists in our district!  

YOUTH ART MONTH 

Carly Cornish Shannon Harty 



The Interact Club and National Honor 

Society will be collecting non-

perishables for our annual Cram the Van 

food drive! NHS will kick off the week 

on March 26th with collection boxes in 

each advisory and will accept donations 

all week. The Interact Club will host 

Cram the Van on March 31st from 

9:00a.m.—3:00p.m. at the Brunswick 

Shaw's. Last year we collected over 

2000 pounds of food - and our students 

are determined to beat that record! All 

food and monetary donations will be 

given to the Mid Coast Hunger Preven-

tion Program in Brunswick.   

Please join us Saturday, March 31st, at the Topsham 

Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall for the Class of 

2021's LIVE AUCTION! Over 140 items are up for 

bid, with our auctioneer Dickie Brown! Preview of 

items begins at 5:00 p.m., auction begins at 6:00 p.m.! 

See you there for a family friendly night of FUN! 

Thanks for supporting our class!!  

Congratulations to Katie Trebilcock and 

Mae Flibotte who have been named the 

Brunswick Rotary's "Service Above Self" re-

cipients for the month of March.  For their 

dedication to our school and community 

they were honored on March 12th at a lunch-

eon held at the Daniel Stone Inn.  Well de-

served, ladies!  

CRAM THE VAN 


